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and as you know always stopped at his house after church
on Sunday to have an hour's talk with him."

July 18, 1905.
To Senator lLodge:

'i I particularly like what you said about John Hay, and
every word of it was well deserved. He is one of the men
whom we shall miss greatly all the time, and our memories
of him will be green as long as you and I live. But I have
not quite your feeling about his death, so far as making
us melancholy is concerned. You have often said that the
epitaph on Wolfe was the finest thing ever written, and I
cordially agree with you. But Wolfe was still young and
one could mourn his loss. John Hay, however, died within
a very few years of the period when death comes to all of
us as a certainty, and I should esteem any man happy who
lived till 65 as John Hay has lived, who saw his children
marry, his grandchildren born, who was happy in his home
life, who wrote his name clearly in the record of our times,
who rendered great and durable services to the Nation
both as statesman and writer, who held high public posi-
tions, and died in the harness in the zenith of his fame.
When it comes our turn to go out into the blackness, I only
hope the circumstances will be as favorable."

July 11, 1905.
To Ex-Senator Beveridge:

"Hay was a really great man, and the more credit is
given him the more I am delighted, while the result at the
last election showed how futile it was for my enemies to
try and draw the distinction between what Hay did and
what I did. Whether I originated the work, or whether he
did and merely received my backing and approval, is of no
consequence to the party, and what is said about it is of
no earthly consequence to me. The same people who, not
because they cared for Hay, but because they hated me, in-
sisted that everything of which they approved in the man-
agement of the State Department was due to him will now
make exactly the same claim in reference to Boot and will